
O n l i n e  Z o o m  E v e n t  —  7 : 3 0  p . m . – 9 : 3 0  p . m .

3rd TDPC Members’

MAY 5, 7:30 P.M. – 9:30 P.M.
Featuring: Presentations from four members

M A Y  2 0 2 6

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
This season started off with a few bumps in the road, which, during the summer, got ironed out. A lot of that 
was the result of concerned members volunteering to fill in crucial positions to make things happen. As a 
result, things seemed to function normally, as they should. This was not easy, as many volunteers were new to 
positions and had to learn to take on tasks that we all took for granted.

A big thank you goes to the Competitions Committee. The vacant Competition Chair was filled by Michelle 
French and Marlene Duhig, both volunteering to act as co-chairs for the Committee.

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  t h r e e     

Tuesday May 5, 2026 
7:30 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

Photoshop Techniques

– How to do selections and use 
layers in Photoshop as well 
as discussing when you need 
photoshop.

My Favourite Photographer, by 
Theresa Moore

Airborne, by Lutz Fullgraff

Northern Lights, by Arjuna 
Somaskandan

 

Admission for TDPC members 
is free, included in a Individual 
Membership: $95. 

Join Now – attend the remaining 
events for this season and all of 
next season (membership expires 
August 31, 2027)

Join us.

IN  THIS  ISSUE
•	 President ’s Message
•	 Members’ Showcase
•	 TDPC Calendar
•	 Welcome New Member
•	 Vote now for the People’s Choice 

Image of the Year
•	 Expert ’s Eye Photography Session
•	 TDPC High Park Outing
•	 New Board of Directors
•	 Honour Award Form Submission
•	 Evaluation Groups
•	 Early Membership Renewal 
•	 Year-end Awards Night Social
•	 Lorne Rose Architecture 

Photography Competition Results
•	 Season 2026-2027 Highlights
•	 2026-2027 Preliminary Program
•	 Post: TDPC Outing to the AGO
•	 My Advice for New Photographers
•	 My Photography Journey and 

Experience
•	 Nature Ethics Click of the Month
•	 Photographer of the Month
•	 Photography Speaker recommended 

by Robert Robson
•	 Invitation from Jonathan Ward
•	 Invitation: f8 Photography 

Collective Exhibit
•	 Other Interesting Exhibits
•	 Spring & Summer Events
•	 Save the Date: Opening Night Social
•	 Member Testimonial

Our  miss ion  is  to  expand photograph ic  knowledge,  c rea t iv i t y  and sk i l l ,  th rough 
educat ion  and soc ia l  in te rac t ion .

T O R O N T O  D I G I T A L 
P H O T O G R A P H Y  C L U B

N E W S L E T T E R

COMING UP! 

https://tdpc.ca/membership/join-the-club-2/


CLUB CALENDAR
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TUESDAY, 5 MAY
7:30 AM – 9:00 PM 
Members’ Showcase

Four member presentations include:
Photoshop Techniques
•	 How to do selections and use layers in 

Photoshop as well as discussing when you 
need photoshop.

My Favourite Photographer by Theresa Moore
Airborne by Lutz Fullgraff

Northern Lights by Arjuna Somaskandan

SATURDAY, 9 MAY
9:45 AM – 12:00 
•	 Expert’s Eye Photography Session 

Architectural Photography in Mississauga 
with Lorne Rose. Register on our website.

TUESDAY, 12 MAY
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
TDPC Photography Outing to High Park 
See details on our website. 

TUESDAY, 19 MAY 
7:00 PM — 8:30 PM
Final Social of the Season - Awards Night 
Social
Edithvale Community Centre
131 Finch Avenue West, M2N 2H8

TDPC Websi te
Login to the Members’ Area to access 
recordings.

S P E A K E R  P R E S E N TAT I O N S

Sept 2025–June 2026

Marc Koegel, Black & White Minimalism, 
September 30

Sandra Herber, Ice and Icebergs, 
November 18

Adam Gibbs, Photographing Trees & 
Woodlands, December 9

John Meragias, Wildlife Photography 
January 13

Brooks Jensen, Types of Projects 
January 20

Kas Stone, Making Meaninful 
Photographs, February 17

Edwin Martinez, Visual Design Drone 
Photography, March 17

Marianna Armata, Abstracts, Natural & 
Manmade Abstracts, April 7

G A L L E R I E S

Competition Albums 
Lorne Rose Competition Album

Welcome our new member! 
Dmitri Shuralyov

https://tdpc.ca/events/33050/https://tdpc.ca/events/33050/
https://tdpc.ca/events/outing/
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They, along with their team of Roger Correia, Robert Robson, Vera Gillman, Lorne Rose, Alan Morrow, 
and Ann Alimi (for Photo Essays) put on the Competition events. Also, a special thank you goes to Anthony 
Schatzky, Roger Correia and Jordan Cait for providing their assistance and guidance to the committee. This 
year ’s competitions went smoothly.

The Program Committee deserves a thank you for the work they do in preparing and executing the TDPC’s 
program throughout the year. The Committee consists of Rob Robson (Chair), Irv Benovich, Arjuna 
Somaskandan, John Weatherburn, Trevor Last, Marisa Rogucki and I. The new 2026–27 Program is pretty 
much set and on budget.

This coming season, includes some new hands-on photography sessions called “Expert’s Eye.” This is being 
spearheaded by Michelle French; so a big thank you to Michelle for doing this. Also, the TDPC has an Equipment 
Committee, consisting mostly of Irv Benovich, Larry Durst, and Steve Saviolidis. Irv tracks the various pieces of 
equipment and makes sure they get to Edithvale; Steve does the set up and take down for every one of our live 
meetings with the help of Larry. I’m listed as a member, but they do most of the work. So, thank you for making 
the live presentations happen.

Irv Benovich and Luba Citrin make up the Membership Committee. They have worked this position for at least 
the past 10 years and deserve a lot of thanks for keeping the Membership and mailing lists organized and current. 
They basically keep track of membership enrollment and onboarding to the club, as your membership allows us 
to pay for guest speakers, rentals at Edithvale and our Zoom accounts, amongst other things.

Our Outings this year were a group effort. Other than Rob Robson, unofficially listed as a committee member, 
when asked, gladly helped. This included Larry Durst, Kat Lovasi, Boris Snirch, Margaret Hall, Susan MacLean 
and I. We certainly could use a couple of volunteers to assist with organizing outings in the coming season.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  o n e .

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p a g e  f o u r .

VOTE NOW!
for  

THE PEOPLE’S CHOICE FOR IMAGE OF THE YEAR
The voting page is open and will remain open until 

May 13th at 10:00 PM

There are 12 candidate images to choose from. These 12 
images were selected for the shortlist by a panel of three 
Ontario Council of Camera Clubs (O3C) accredited judges, 
from the 168 images that placed in this year 's competitions.

How to Vote:

Login to the TDPC Members’ area on our website. Go to IMAGE UPLOADS> 
COMPETITIONS> TDPC COMPETITIONS and scroll all the way down to the Image of 
the Year - People’s Choice Award link. 

The winning image will be announced on May 19th at our 2025–2026 Year-end Awards 
Night at Edithvale.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We have got a huge range of activities planned for next year. If you like what you see, 
then please know that we need your help to execute it. Please volunteer to be a part of our 
programs, competitions or outing committees. 

• 	 P R O G R A M S
• 	 C O M P E T I T I O N S
• 	 O U T I N G S

Send a note to president@tdpc.ca to indicate your interest.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  t h r e e .

There are a few individual volunteers who need to be acknowledged for the services they provide to the club: 
Janice Balesic and Pat Zuest who lead our long running Special Interest Group, and Billy Shuster who keeps 
track of members in the Evaluation Groups for the club getting new members slotted into our four groups led by 
Tony Scopazzi/Billy Shuster, Robert Robson, Arjuna Somaskandan with senior mentor Jonathan Ward and 
me (Robert Rutkay). In addition, I want to acknowlege Roger Correia, who has performed the thankless job 
as our webmaster for many years. His work allows the club to maintain the services that all the members have 
gotten accustomed to. I would like to thank Arjuna Somaskandan and Jacqui Jeruzalski for their efforts with the 
club’s social media accounts, which are now being taken over by Boris Snirch. Also, I should mention that Susan 
MacLean assists with getting our Facebook account noticed online by boosting our presence, thereby attracting 
guests to attend our meetings.

Finally, there is one last member who needs to be acknowledged. The TDPC had been without a newsletter since 
the Summer of 2013, when “Local Colour” was last published. In September 2023, Margaret Hall saw a need for a 
newsletter and published the first edition of the “TDPC Newsletter.” The amazing thing was, she stepped up and 
created this all on her own, working in collaboration with our committees. Many of us have been impressed by 
the quality of the publication, which she continues to publish each month. I personally want to extend a heartfelt 
thank you and acknowledgement of Margaret’s work, which she does monthly with a growing team of volunteer 
reviewers and regular contributions from members.

That leaves one last group of people, collectively known as the Board of Directors. At our recent AGM, the 
membership approved the new Board of Directors. Thank you to Manny Goncalves and Hanson Cheng for your 
service. I would like to welcome Boris Snirch and Sanlin Wang, who have joined as new Directors, we look 
forward to your participation. I would like to thank the incumbent Officers and Directors, Rob Robson, Susan 
MacLean, Kamini Steinberg, Lidia Brandes, Margaret Hall and Max Wynter. Looking forward to seeing what 
develops for next year.

Just so you know, we still have an opening for a seat on the board. If you feel inspired to join the board, please let 
me know at president@tdpc.ca.

mailto:mailto:president%40tdpc.ca?subject=
mailto:mailto:president%40tdpc.ca?subject=


New Program Development!

EXPERT’S EYE PHOTOGRAPHY SESSION 
LEARNING TOGETHER
Join us for Expert’s Eye, a practical photography session led by a member of the TDPC. Participants 
will meet at a set location to shoot together while our expert lead offers guidance, answers questions, 
and shares insight into their approach to photography. Sessions will include a photo challenge and 
opportunities for informal feedback. This is a hands-on chance to learn, meet club members and see 
how an experienced photographer works in real time. All skill levels are welcome. Bring your camera 
and be ready to shoot.

Lorne Rose

R E G I S T R AT I O N  I S  N O W  O P E N :  S i g n  u p  t o d a y

EXPERT’S EYE PHOTOGRAPHY SESSION: 
ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY IN MISSISSAUGA 
We are pleased to announce our Inaugural Expert’s Eye Photography 
Session: Architectural Photography in Mississauga, led by Lorne Rose.

Saturday, May 9, 2026, 9:45 a.m. to noon
Meeting Place: Behind the Mississauga YMCA, 325 Burnhamthorpe Rd 
W, Mississauga, ON L5B 3R2 at the Parking Lot on the west side. See 
map. Details on the website/calendar.  https://tdpc.ca/events/33050/

Please sign up on the club website so that we know the numbers. 

Additional Expert’s Eye Photography Sessions are currently in the planning phase:

•	 Wildflowers and Nature – led by Larry Durst
•	 Developing Your Creative Vision in the Field – led by Kat Lovasi
•	 Hummingbirds, Butterflies, and Insects – led by Lidia Brandes
•	 Black Light Photography (Studio Session) – led by Lance Gitter

Please check your email for further details as these sessions are finalized.

If you are interested in leading a future Expert’s Eye Photography Session, we would love to hear 
from you.

Please contact our Competitions Director, Michelle French who developed this new club offering.

View some of Lorne Rose’s 
photography in a recent 
issue of the TDPC Newsletter 
featuring the work of the late 
Frank Gehry.
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 https://tdpc.ca/events/33050/
https://tdpc.ca/events/33050/
https://tdpc.ca/events/33050/
https://tdpc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/TDPCNewsletterJan2026.pdf
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TDPC PHOTOGRAPHY OUTING: HIGH PARK

Rober t  Robson

Tuesday, May 12, 6:00 p.m.
High Park
We will meet at the North Gates of High Park 
on the southwest corner of Bloor and Colborne 
Lodge (see map below). While the cherry blossoms 
will have faded , there might be other trees still 
flowering and the spring flowers will be starting to 
appear.

There will be gardens, forest scenes, small 
waterfalls in the hillside garden, and the ponds 
which usually have ducks. We should have about 
2 hours to shoot before it gets dark. Normal and 
wide angle zooms will be of the most use. Bring a 
longer lens if you plan to do wildlife.

Family and friends are welcome.  No registration 
required. 

Rober t  Rutkay

Margaret  Hal l

https://www.google.com/maps/place/High+Park+North+Gates/@43.6534749,-79.4652268,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m6!3m5!1s0x882b352318c9c743:0x69f19f6fde2658fe!8m2!3d43.6534749!4d-79.4652268!16s%2Fg%2F11ft21n3s3?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQyNy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D


NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tuesday, April 21, 2026 members attending the Annual General Membership meeting elected a new 
Board of Directors; Officers were then elected at the first meeting of the Board.

We had two members leaving the board: Manny Goncalves and Hanson Cheng. Both of these members 
have served three years on the board, and we thank them for their dedicated service to the club.

President 

	 • Robert Rutkay

Vice President 

	 • Robert Robson

Treasurer 

	 • Susan MacLean

Secretary 

	 • Kamini Steinberg

Past President

	 • Max Wynter 

Board Members at Large

•	 Lidia Brandes

•	 Margaret Hall

•	 Boris Snirch

•	 Sanlin Wang

EVALUATION GROUPS 2026–2027
If you are not currently a member of an evaluation group and think that this may be of interest 
to you next year, please contact Billy at williamdshuster@gmail.com in late August or early 
September. In past years I’ve been able to place all who are interested into a group.

Contact members of the Board of Directors with your 
ideas and suggestions. Login to our Members Area for 
access to contact information under Contact Us and in the 
Membership Directory in the Club Library. 

T D P C  N E W S L E T T E R  |  M A Y  2 0 2 6
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D E A D L I N E :  M AY  8 ,  2 0 2 6

HONOURS AWARD POINTS SUBMISSIONS
In 1957, the Directors of the Toronto Guild for Colour Photography (the predecessor of TDPC) 
established a Club honours system. Its aim was to develop the potential of every member of the 
Guild as an active exhibitor both within the Guild and elsewhere but was discontinued in 2010.

In 2024, the Board of the Club re-established the honours awards, after updating the guidelines, to 
encourage and reward participation and service in the Club. Information is automatically captured 
for the TDPC internal competitions; however, each member is responsible for reporting their own 
activities for external competitions and service type activities. A complete list of qualifying activities 
and award levels can be found on the TDPC website using the link: Honours Award Points 

Your activity list is requested by the end of the day on Friday, May 8, 2026, to enable processing 
of the information before the year-end meeting on May 19, 2026. Should you earn additional points 
after this deadline, you can still submit but they may not be processed until the following season.

Please refer to the document Instructions for Submitting Honours Awards Points on the TDPC 
website for instructions on how to complete and submit the completed form to the Honours Award 
Committee.

Regards, 
Marlene Duhig, TDPC Honours Award Committee 
honours@tdpc.ca

https://tdpc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Honour-Awards-Points-1.pdf
https://tdpc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Honours-Submission-Instructions.pdf
mailto:honours@tdpc.ca


SAVE THE DATE:  LAST SOCIAL OF THE SEASON

2 0 2 5 – 2 0 2 6
Ye a r- E n d  Awa rd s  N i g h t 
S o c i a l
Edithvale Community Centre — Banquet Hall 
131 Finch Avenue West
May 19, 2026
7:00 P.M.– 8:30 P.M.

•	 Awards presentations

•	 Five Photographer of the Year award 
winners will be announced.

•	 The Image of the Year Award chosen by accredited judges and the People’s 
Choice – Image of the Year Award chosen by members will be announced. 

•	 Early Renewal Offer Raffle (Renew by 
Friday, May 15th for a chance to win 
a 2026–2027 Membership.)

•	 Cake, cookies and beverages.

T O R O N T O  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  C L U B
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https://tdpc.ca/membership/renew-my-membership-2/
https://tdpc.ca/membership/renew-my-membership-2/


2 0 2 5 – 2 0 2 6  L O R N E  R O S E  A R C H I T E C T U R E 
C O M P E T I T I O N  R E S U LT S
The results of the above competition were announced at the club meeting held on May 5, 2026. The 
results of the Lorne Rose Architecture competition are based on the highest single score for the 
participant.

The Winner of the Novice/Intermediate Division was Michelle French for: Hallgrímskirkja, Reykjavik. 
The Runners-up were Sanlin Wang, and Michelle French (2). Honourable Mention was given to 
Trevor Last.

Hal lgr ímski rk ja ,  Reyk jav ik ,  Michel le  French

T D P C  N E W S L E T T E R  |  M A Y  2 0 2 6
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Thank you to all participants!

Check out all the winning images that placed in this competition in the gallery under Lorne Rose 
Winning Images. Members can review all the images, scores and comments using the link: Lorne Rose 
Images (To access, you must first log on to the TDPC website) 

Emulated Curves by Kata l in  (Kat)  Lovasi

The Winner of the Advanced Division and Overall Trophy Winner was Katalin (Kat) Lovasi for: 
Emulated Curves. The Advanced Division Runner-Up and Trophy. Runner-Up was Howard Lipman. 
Honourable Mentions were given to Hanson Cheng (2), Howard Lipman, Larry Durst (3), Katalin (Kat) 
Lovasi (2), Tony Scopazzi, Lyle Sadavoy, and Lance Gitter.

T O R O N T O  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  C L U B
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https://tdpc.ca/galleries/competitions-album/lorne-rose-competitions-album/lorne-rose-competition-2025-2026/
https://tdpc.ca/galleries/competitions-album/lorne-rose-competitions-album/lorne-rose-competition-2025-2026/
https://tdpc.ca/image-uploads/competitions/competition-results/results-lorne-rose-architecture-competition/
https://tdpc.ca/image-uploads/competitions/competition-results/results-lorne-rose-architecture-competition/


	TDPC Activities & Benefits include:
L E A R N I N G ,  S K I L L  D E V E L O P M E N T ,  C R E A T I V I T Y , 
C O M P E T I T I O N S ,  A N D  S O C I A L  I N T E R A C T I O N .

Club Meetings (Online Zoom and some In-person at Edithvale Community Centre)

Evaluation Groups* (Online meetings led by experienced photographers, where you can have other 
members provide an informal review on images.)

Socials and Awards Night (3)

Special Interest Groups  (1)

Member Showcases (3)

Photography Talks  (In-person Speakers (3) / Online Zoom Speakers (7)

Expert’s Eye Photography Sessions - NEW!
 
TDPC Competitions
•	 Pictorial Competition, Freeman Patterson Trophy
•	 Landscape Competition, Naomi Cohen Trophy
•	 Architecture Competition. Lorne Rose Trophy
•	 Photographer ’s Choice (Divisional Competitions: Novice, Intermediate and Advanced) 
	 (Richard Gee/Harry Cartner/Stuart Freedman Trophies)
•	 Nature, Kay McGregor Trophy
•	 Photoessay Competition, Nancy Fairley Trophy
•	 Themed Competition (Water), Robert Zakrison Trophy

Affiliated O3C and CAPA Membership Benefits
O3C Open Inter-Club Challenge
Ontario Council of Camera Clubs (O3C) membership benefits, and news
CAPA Competitions
Canadian Association of Photographic Arts (CAPA) membership benefits, newsletters and digital 
access to Canadian Photography.

TDPC Communications
•	 Email notifications (Members and Newsletter Subscribers)
•	 Social Media: Instagram, Facebook Page and TDPC Info & Image Sharing Group 
•	 TDPC Website: Website Calendar, Image Galleries, News, Recorded Speaker Presentations, 

TDPC Newsletter (8) and archive, Members’ Area, Club Library and more.
•	 As a TDPC Member, you have access to the following member content and website functions:  
	      Update your TDPC website profile with your social media and website links. 
•	 Renew your membership or Join our club.
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Season 2026–2027: The Highlights

https://tdpc.ca/membership/join-the-club-2/
https://tdpc.ca/membership/join-the-club-2/


Tuesday Date Start Time Format Type of Meeting Finalized / Pending Topic
September 8, 2026 7:00 PM In-person Social Night Opening Night - Pizza and 

refreshments
September 15, 2026 7:00 PM In-person Speaker Jonathan Ward Safari Photographs
October 6, 2026 Outing TBD
October 13, 2026 7:30 PM Online Speaker Darren Creighton Black and White
October 20, 2026 7:30 PM Online Competition 

Presentation
Pictorial (Freeman Patterson 
Trophy)

November 3, 2026 7:30 PM Online Speaker Rick Bogacz Fine Art Minimalism
November 10, 2026 7:30 PM Online Member 

Showcase
TBD

November 17, 2026 7:00 PM In-person Speaker Peter Andrew AI and Photography
December 1, 2026 7:30 PM Online Competition 

Presentation
Landscape (Naomi Cohen 
Trophy)

December 8, 2026 7:30 PM Online Speaker Xuan Hui Ng
December 15, 2026 7:00 PM In-person Social Night
December 22, 2026 7:30 PM Online Competition 

Presentation
Architecture (Lorne Rose 
Trophy)

January 12, 2027 7:30 PM Online Speaker Karl Chiang
January 19, 2027 7:30 PM Online Speaker Chris McGinnis
February 2, 2027 7:30 PM Online Competition 

Presentation
Divisional Open (Richard 
Gee/Harry Cartner/Stuart 
Freedman)

February 9, 2027 7:30 PM Online Member 
Showcase

TBD

February 16, 2027 7:30 PM Online Speaker Eva Pollack
March 2, 2027 7:30 PM Online Competition 

Presentation
Nature (Kay McGregor 
Trophy)

March 16, 2027 7:00 PM In-person Speaker Matt Huras
March 23, 2027 7:30 PM Online Competition 

Presentation
(Water) Themed 
Competition 
(Robert Zakrison Trophy) 

April 6, 2027 7:30 PM Online Speaker Graeme Roy
April 13, 2027 7:30 PM Online Member 

Showcase
TBD

April 20, 2027 7:30 PM Online Competition 
Presentation

Photoessay Competition 
(Nancy Fairley Trophy)

May 11, 2027 Outing TBD
May 18, 2027 7:00 PM In-person Awards Night

Preliminary Program – Season 2026–2027

*Evaluation Groups meet once a month (Online-Zoom) at a day and time, in consultation with group members.

**In-person events take place at Edithvale Community Centre.
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On Saturday April, 2026, 10 members of the TDPC 
attended the Paul McCartney exhibit at the Art 
Gallery of Ontario for a photography outing and 
lunch at a local pub. Here are some of their images.

POST: TDPC OUTING TO THE AGO 
(PAUL MCCARTNEY PHOTOGRAPHS)

TDPC Club members, photo by server.
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JEFF BERGER



JEFF BERGER
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SUSAN MACLEAN



ROBERT ROBSON
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MARGARET HALL
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MY ADVICE FOR NEW PHOTOGRAPHERS
By Manny Goncalves

Photography is a great hobby that teaches us how to see the world differently, but can only be  
photography if it ’s real. Once mixed with AI, it can no longer be called photography.

Here’s practical advice I’d give any beginner:

1. Focus on Light First (Not Gear)

Photography is literally “writing with light.”

Before worrying about cameras or lenses, learn to notice:

•	 Direction of light (front, side, backlight)
•	 Quality (soft vs. harsh)
•	 Time of day (golden hour is your best friend)

EE A great photo with simple gear beats a boring photo with expensive gear.            

2. Learn the Exposure Triangle

Understand these three basics:

•	 Aperture – controls background blur & light
•	 Shutter speed – freezes or shows motion
•	 ISO – controls brightness (but adds noise)

You don’t need to master it overnight—just experiment and observe what changes.

Manny Goncalves

Upon retirement from the TDPC Board of Directors after completing his three-year term, we asked 
Manny Goncalves, a member of the TDPC since 2010 and accomplished competitor to provide 
some practical advice for new photographers starting out on their photographic journey.  

T O R O N T O  D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y  C L U B

1 8



3. Compose Intentionally
Before you press the shutter, ask:

•	 What’s my subject?
•	 What’s distracting in the 

frame?
•	 Can I move closer?

Try:
•	 Rule of thirds
•	 Leading lines
•	 Framing (shooting through 

objects)
•	 Changing your angle (don’t 

always shoot at eye level)

4. Shoot a Lot (But Review 
Critically)
Take many photos—but don’t just 
collect them. With the digital age, 
pictures don’t cost anything.

Afterward:
•	 Compare similar shots
•	 Ask why one works better than another
•	 Notice patterns in what you like
•	 Less is often more
•	 Play with minimalism and simplicity.

Improvement comes from reflection, not just volume.

5. Don’t Fear Manual Mode

Start with Aperture Priority, if manual feels overwhelming, then note the settings your camera registers 
and then gradually experiment with full manual when you’re comfortable.

6. Learn Basic Editing
Editing isn’t cheating—it’s part of photography.
Start simple:

•	 Exposure
•	 Contrast
•	 Crop
•	 White balance

Lightroom or even free mobile apps are enough to begin.

7. Study Great Photographers
Look at:

•	 Street photographers
•	 Portrait artists
•	 Landscape shooters
•	 Documentary work

Ask yourself : Why does this image feel powerful?

Manny Goncalves
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8. Be Patient With Yourself

Your taste develops faster than your skill.

You’ll know what’s good before you can create it consistently—and that’s normal. Be prepared for 
months of frustrating moments. Be happy to know that digital is free.

Go forth and shoot, shoot and shoot more.

Manny Goncalves

Thank  you  Manny  Gonca lves!
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C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  p a g e .



MY PHOTOGRAPHIC JOURNEY AND EXPERIENCE
By Hanson Cheng

I developed my interest in photography several decades ago.  Getting into college right after high school in Hong 
Kong, there was a very active camera club on campus with a group of young enthusiastic  hobbyists.  So I naturally 
started out by going to outings with them every weekend, getting into the darkroom, and doing competitions. I 

found that my interest level and skill 
level leaped forward very fast. 

Before long I was doing local 
photographic salons.  My own 
experience from the start of 
my photographic journey was 
straightforward and involved total 
immersion.  I learned most of the 
craft from self study, exchange of 
ideas and interaction with peers.

During that era, Hong Kong was a 
hotbed of creativity and produce 
top-notch pictorial photographers 
who were so dominant and well-
known around the world.  So 
the influence and atmosphere 
were incredibly beneficial to any 
newcomer to photography.

Upon retirement from the TDPC Board of Directors, we asked our Advanced photographer Hanson Cheng,  
who is a member of the TDPC since 2014 and has participated in most of the club’s and many of the O3C and 
CAPA competitions to share some of his story and experience on his photographic journey. 

Working f rom My Street  Home,  Hanson Cheng

Mounta in Sunset ,  Hanson Cheng
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Now we are in a different generation, almost completely digital and with the presence of AI. Anybody can be 
an instant “photographer” bypassing a lot of basic elements and steps. But I think the fundamentals of light, 
composition, colour, emotion, story telling and impact continue to be the same essential ingredients of any good 
image. We still need to learn the basic skills to start out on our photographic journey. Age does not matter much, 
even though the gear and software advances by leaps and bounds. Paying attention to the basic craft is still 
more important than anything. 

So go out as often as you can.  Follow guidance from some seasoned photographers but develop your own 
ideas as you move forward. Also more importantly, look at as many images from different outside sources as 
possible — like salon exhibits, competition results and photographic web sites.

I’ve included three of my recent images just for demonstration, representing landscape, street (see page 21) 
and architectural photography (below) without any AI elements or applications.

~Hanson Cheng

Dong Feng Yun Ar t  Gal lery,  Yunnan,  Hanson Cheng

Thank  you  Hanson Cheng!
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Nature Ethics Click of the Month 
Curated  by  There sa  Moore

Last month’s issue contained the final installment of Nature Ethics Corner. Replacing it is the Nature 
Ethics Click of the Month, featuring a link to a short article or video. Please check it out! 

Many of you recently enjoyed the Wildlife Photographer of the Year exhibit at the ROM. Therefore, 
this month’s link is from the Natural History Museum. It illustrates ethical principles (including 
considerations for zoos and drones) using photos from previous WPOTY competitions.

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-taking-ethical-photos.html
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P H O T O G R A P H E R  O F  T H E  M O N T H
Check out this photographer for inspiration. Photographer of the month recommended 
by Robert Robson.
 
Amanda Newell
Website: https://thephotographicartisan.com/

PHOTOGRAPHY PRESENTER RECOMMENDED BY ROBERT ROBSON 

From Capture to Print: Creating Memorable Images (For Photo Clubs)
Over the past year, I’ve had the privilege of presenting to a number of photo clubs, and one thing has stood 
out—printed images are making a strong and welcome return to club activities.

The journey to creating a truly memorable photograph often reaches its full expression in print. Printing 
introduces a fourth dimension to the image—bringing depth, texture, and a sense of permanence. In this 
form, a photograph moves beyond the screen and becomes a tangible work of art, something that can be 
experienced, shared, and preserved over time.

There is a unique and powerful connection that happens when we hold a printed photograph. It invites a 
deeper emotional response and allows the viewer to engage with the image in a more meaningful way.

I recently explored this idea further in a blog post for PhotoNews—feel free to share it with your members:

www.photonews.ca/the-power-of-the-print/

If your club would be interested in a live or Zoom presentation on this topic, I’d be happy to connect.

Peter Dulis

About Peter Dulis

Peter is a full-time photographer, educator, and visual storyteller based in Toronto, Ontario. His work has 
appeared in various publications, including Visual Wilderness, Luminous Landscape, Canadian Photo News, 
and Graphic Arts Magazine, earning recognition for both photography and printing excellence. 

Peter has traveled to many unique locations worldwide, capturing stunning landscapes and sharing his 
expertise through workshops, blogs, and articles.

https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-taking-ethical-photos.html
https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/wildlife-photographer-of-the-year-taking-ethical-photos.html
https://thephotographicartisan.com/
http://www.photonews.ca/the-power-of-the-print/


S U B M I T  Y O U R  N E W S

If you have news of a recent personal achievement, publication, or exhibit that you’d like to share, 
please reach out and we’ll include it in the newsletter.

Submit your story and images to newsletter@tdpc.ca.
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I am excited to invite you to 
come and see some of my work 
at the Dignam Galley, 23 Prince 
Arthur Ave., Toronto, Ontario, 
M5R 1B2 in the Women’s Art 
Association of Canada (WAAC) 
“Members in Focus Show”  
which is part of the 2026 
Contact Photography Festival. 

The WAAC has a small number 
of male members of whom I am 
one. 

The Gallery hours are normally 
Tuesday – Saturday 10 a.m.–5 
p.m. but the Gallery will also 
open on Sunday May 24 as part 
of Doors Open Toronto.

I will be at the Opening 
Reception on Saturday May 2; 
but if you can’t come that day 
and would like to meet me at the 
gallery on a different date, please 
contact me and I will do my best to find a time which suits us both.

Looking forward to seeing you.

~ Jonathan Ward

MEMBER’S NEWS
I n v i t a t i o n  f r o m  J o n a t h a n  W a r d

Jonathan Ward is a member of the TDPC since 2003, a senior mentor of one of our Evaluation 
Groups, a former President of the TDPC. He is the Canadian Association Photograhic Arts (CAPA) 
District Representative for the Greater Toronto Area (GTA) and a long-time judge for both CAPA 
and the Ontario Council of Camera Clubs (OCCC).

https://womensartofcanada.ca
https://womensartofcanada.ca
https://womensartofcanada.ca


f8 Photography Collective

Explorations in Creative 
Photography

May 14-June 11, 2026

Experience natural scenes 
transformed into unique artistic 
interpretations using inventive 
techniques in camera and post 
processing in this dynamic 
photography exhibition.

Part of the Contact Photography 
Festival 2026.

Here Are The Details:

Assembly Hall Gallery 
Address: 1 Colonel Samuel Smith 
Park Drive, Toronto 
Contact information: 416-338-7255 / assembly@toronto.ca.

Parking: Paid and limited free parking is available.

Public Transit: Assembly Hall can be reached either by the 501 Long Branch streetcar, which runs along Lake 
Shore Blvd. W., or by the 44 Kipling South bus, from Kipling Station. 

Exhibition Dates: May 14 to June 11

Opening Reception: May 14, 6 - 8 p.m. (meet the artists)

Regular Gallery Hours: 

Every Monday-Friday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Every Saturday*, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. (some artists will be in attendance). 

*note that no artists will be in attendance on June 6

Doors Open Toronto Event: Saturday May 23 & Sunday May 24, Gallery will be open 10 a.m.- 5 p.m. (some 
artists will be in attendance)

Participating f8 Artists

Maureen Littlewood, Lily Markovic, Catherine MacKinnon, Anthony Schatzky, Felicity Somerset, Rod Trider, 
John Wallace, Jonathan Ward.

Contact Photography Festival
CONTACT returns May 1–31, 2026
Full programming:
https://contactphoto.com/festival/2026/core
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DOORS OPEN TORONTO 2026 

Doors Open returns on Saturday, May 23, and Sunday, May 24, 2026, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
featuring over 1605 buildings and sites with free access.

Explore Toronto’s unique buildings and sites for free during Doors Open weekend. Discover the 
people, places and stories that make the city a global mosaic. Sites are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
unless otherwise indicated.

Share your Doors Open experience using #DOT26.

https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/doors-open-toronto/

SPRING & SUMMER EVENTS

LUMINATO FESTIVAL

https://www.luminatofestival.com

22ND ANNUAL PEONY FESTIVAL (OSHAWA)

Saturday June 6th and Sunday June 7th from 10 until 4 (arrive early for best parking availability).

Enjoy gardens, juried flower show, cultural performances, craft and food vendors and a visit to the 
nearby scenic Parkwood Estate (which also has a craft fair on the Saturday—a free shuttle has been 
available in previous years). There is also a peony photography contest with Henrys gift certificate 
prizes.

For photos from last year ’s show, see the TDPC September 2025 newsletter.

For parking details and additional information see:

https://www.oshawa.ca/explore-play/city-events/peony-festival/

https://www.toronto.ca/explore-enjoy/festivals-events/doors-open-toronto/
https://www.luminatofestival.com
https://tdpc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/TDPC_Newsletter_Sept_2025.pdf
https://www.oshawa.ca/explore-play/city-events/peony-festival/


FOLLOW US
ON SOCIAL MEDIA 

INSTAGRAM: @tdpc_pics

Be sure to tag us 
in your posts @tdpc_pics 
and #tdpc_pics.

FACEBOOK PAGE: 
Toronto Digital Photography Club 
https://www.facebook.com/mytdpc

FACEBOOK GROUP: 
Private Members Only 
TDPC Image & Information Sharing  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/264695007282756

BLUESKY Social: 
Toronto Digital Photography Club 
@tdpc.bsky.social

Now you can follow us on Bluesky Social!
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SAVE THE DATE: OPENING NIGHT 2026–2027 SEASON

O p e n i n g  N i g h t  S o c i a l

Tuesday, September 8, 2026
7:00 p.m.–8:30 p.m.
Edithvale Community Centre

Don’t miss opening night of the 2026–2027 season. Be 
prepared for some fun interactive club activities in and 
around the Edithvale Community Centre that will use 
your phone camera.

Back from the engravers, trophies will be presented 
to the winners of the 2025–2026 TDPC Competitions 
Trophy winners.

Catch up with your fellow photographers and make plans for an incredibe 2026–2027 season.

Pizza and refreshments will be served.

https://www.instagram.com/tdpc_pics/
https://www.facebook.com/mytdpc
https://www.facebook.com/groups/264695007282756


I attended an informative online photography talk on 
Bird Photography and decided to join since most of 
the meetings are over Zoom and membership gives 
you access to an extensive Members-only collection of 
previously-recorded speakers.

For anyone committed to elevating their photography, 
it ’s well worth it. I participate in a small online 
evaluation group with seasoned photographers who 
provide constructive feedback on my beginner-level 
images. The online special interest groups on Flower 
and Landscape Photography helped me develop and 
the club outings provide an opportunity to practice 
with skilled photographers and it ’s great to have the 
security and companionship of fellow members.

One of the tremendous strengths of the club is the 
welcoming and friendly members. The long friendships 
that have evolved in the club are remarkable and 
there’s a warm and friendly vibe that really appeals 
to me.

M A R G A R E T  H A L L  –  M E M B E R  F O R  3  Y E A R S

A  W E L C O M E  P L A C E !
 
Excellent programs, warm-friendly vibe.“

”
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J O I N  U S
If you know someone who may be interested in joining 
a camera club, please pass on this newsletter and 
encourage them to join us. 

Our program runs from September to the end of 
May, with some possible outings between June 1 and 
August 31.

TDPC offers the following membership options:

Individual membership fees covering the club year 
(September 1 to August 31) are $95, or $170 for a Joint 
Membership (with spouse or son/daughter).

There is an Individual Associate Membership fee of $70 
for those who live outside of the GTA (details available 
on our website).

New members joining in the second half of the club year, 
between January 1st and March 31 st,  pay a discounted 
rate of only $50.00 for an individual membership and 
$90.00 for a joint membership. Note that this discounted 
membership expires on August 31 of the same year.

If you join between April 1 and September 1, your 
membership expires on August 31 of the following year.

To join our club, complete your registration online here to 
set up an account on our website and gain access to all 
the resources we have available. You may send us your 
payment either via an eTransfer or a Cheque.

MEMBER TESTIMONIAL

T O R O N T O 
D I G I T A L  P H O T O G R A P H Y 

C L U B 

A B O U T  U S

The Toronto Digital Photography Club (formerly 
the Toronto Guild for Photographic Art) was 
originally established in 1947 as the Toronto Guild 
for Colour Photography. It is one of Canada’s 
premier camera clubs with a rich history and one 
of the oldest camera clubs in Toronto.

The club is home to many talented and successful 
photographers, both amateur and professional. 
Regardless of your skill level, membership in 
our club offers many opportunities to improve 
your photography, meet people with a common 
interest in various genres of photography, 
share ideas and participate in fun and friendly 
photography outings.

Guests are always welcome. So if you are thinking 
of joining the club, check out the calendar on our 
website for an upcoming event of interest and 
contact us.

We would be happy to have you join us. You will 
be glad you did.

WEBSITE: tdpc.ca

FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/mytdpc

INSTAGRAM: @tdpc_pics

A proud member of the Canadian Association for 
Photographic Art (CAPA) and the Ontario Council 
of Camera Clubs (OCCC).

https://tdpc.ca/membership/join-the-club-2/
http://tdpc.ca
https://www.facebook.com/mytdpc
https://www.instagram.com/tdpc_pics/
https://capacanada.ca/
https://capacanada.ca/
https://o3c.ca
https://o3c.ca
https://o3c.ca
https://capacanada.ca/

